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OOSTMAN RETURNS

LEAVING MARKS

After an injury, junior Lauren Oostman
returns to swimming on Saturday.
However, both swim teams fell short to
Evansville.

Junior Aboubacar Diallo has helped
the Eastern men’s basketball team this
season and coach Jay Spoonhour said
he likes what Diallo has brought to the
table.
PAGE 8

PAGE 7

THE

D aily E astern N ews

Tuesday, January 16, 2018

“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID ”

CE L E B RATI NG A CE NTUR Y OF COV E RA GE 		

E S T . 1 915			

VOL. 102 | NO. 81

W W W . D A I L Y E A S TE R N N E W S . C O M

Workgroup
Committee
to submit
final report
By Brooke Schwartz
Administration Reporter | @brookesch_wartz

save that money.’”
If the governor does not cut the appropriation,
this means the university would have another $2
million to add into its budget for 2018.
With this money, McCann said he would like to
refund some of the reserves the university has spent.
According to a preliminary draft of the university’s financial statements, it has about $9 million in
reserves, with $6 million recovered in the last year.
“We have to figure out a way to make it from
FY18 from June through the start of school next
year,” McCann said. “We are working very hard to
make sure that this budget, the way it’s set up, will
take care of that. We will be fine.”
Though the university has reduced expenses, it
still has to be conservative until it knows the state
is going to be “on track and giving us a budget and
paying us” as it should be paid, McCann said.

The Workgroup Review Committee, which has
been meeting since Oct. 20, will submit its final recommendations on Tuesday for Provost Jay Gatrell,
Eastern President David Glassman and the rest of
campus to see.
The committee will be making three overarching
recommendations: the creation of an Eastern “signature experience;” a new five-college structure for
the university; the development of alternative learning modules and tuition and a proposed timeline and
some items for further consideration.
These recommendations will be on the committee’s website goo.gl/5Tf55q at noon.
The Eastern “signature experience” recommendation houses the proposals for a University College,
which would be a one-stop building of academic programs, such as TRiO, Gateway, The Office of Study
Abroad and more.
The committee is asking for more discussion on
whether the addition of this college would affect
the funding or integrity of the Sandra and Jack Pine
Honors College, since the committee is recommending that the Sandra and Jack Pine Honors College
takes in the University College.
Under the “signature experience” recommendations are also the proposals that the administration
shows increased support for the development and
creation of more interdisciplinary majors and courses, as well as the creation of a center for undergraduate research.
The five-college structure will be recommended with the creation of a health college and the combination of the school for continuing education and
the graduate school, as well as many changes to other programs.
One example the group gave was that the new
health college would possibly include programs such
as health studies, kinesiology/sports studies, recreation
administration, family and consumer sciences, communication disorders and sciences and nursing.
This plan would also include moving the School of
Technology, which is currently located in the Lumpkin School of Business and Applied Sciences, over to
the College of Sciences.
Included on the report’s timeline is the creation of
many different academic programs, such as keeping
the idea of an agriculture program in mind while hiring faculty over the next couple of years.
The report also includes a rejection of ideas from
Workgroups No. 8 and 9 that the group almost
unanimously decided to be wrong for Eastern, such
as micro degrees and the addition of a Ph.D. program.
The “further considerations” section of the report
includes two proposals which the committee felt it
did not have enough time to fully discuss: the improvement of Eastern’s online academic services for
faculty and students and the idea of a continuing vitalization committee.
A third item the committee originally thought
was in need of further consideration was deleted after
some discussion at Friday’s meeting — the proposal
to discuss a seven-college system at Eastern.
The committee is officially proposing the idea of a
five-college structure. Many worried that a seven-college recommendation would distract from the other
suggestions the committee is making.

BUDGET, page 5
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Zachary Booth (left), a graduate student in counseling and student development, helps Kaleb Williams, a senior kinesiology and sports studies
major, make candles for the Martin Luther King Jr. Vigil Monday night in Andrews Hall. Williams said the cup will protect anyone holding it from
candle wax that drips down.

Students reflect on MLK’s legacy
By Cassie Buchman
Editor in Chief | @cjbuchman
At this year’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day march
and vigil, students took time to reflect on and commemorate the progress and strides King made while
acknowledging there is still work to be done.
They walked from Andrews Hall to the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union, holding candles in
Styrofoam cups that lit up their faces, singing songs
such as “This Little Light of Mine” all the way there.
Alpha Phi Alpha, walking with tiki torches, hosted
both the march and vigil to honor the fact that King
himself was a member of the fraternity.

Zachary Booth, a member of Alpha Phi Alpha
and a graduate student in counseling and student development, said the tiki torches were meant to symbolize them “holding the light.”
Through the march and vigil, the fraternity tries to
live through King and honor him, Booth said.
“It’s beautiful, he really stood for a lot of our mission statement,” Booth said. “He did a lot for his
community, for our community, for the whole world,
so we are really just trying to go live by his example
and try to set our own standards, trying to be commemorative of what he’s done for us.”
Diamond Dodd, a senior English major,said
King’s message of peace taught that there does not

need to be violence all the time. “There can be peaceful solutions,” she said.
In the Union, the song “Hold On” was performed, and Langston Hughes’ “I, too” was recited
before the keynote speaker, artist and activist Toussaint Werner, addressed the audience.
Werner is a former member of Eastern’s Alpha Phi
Alpha chapter.
In his speech, he warned the audience against romanticizing King’s message.
“We talk about King in a whimsical way- that creates a caricature that makes us feel good,” he said.

Vigil, page 5

Eastern still receiving FY17, 18 funds
By Cassie Buchman
Editor in Chief | @cjbuchman
Though the university has not received all the
money appropriated to it by the state of Illinois for
FY17 and FY18, it is still getting it at a somewhat
faster pace than originally thought.
“We are a bit ahead from an appropriations
standpoint than where I projected we would be,”
said Paul McCann, the interim vice president for
business affairs, during Friday’s meeting of the
Council on University Planning and Budgeting.
In July 2017, Eastern received the first $5 million
from the Educational Assistance Fund, then another $11 million the state gave for FY17.
“I had originally said the 2017 money was going to take a while,” McCann said. “I still believe it’s
not imminent, it’s not just around the corner, but
(the state has) done much better than I ever thought
they would.”

At this point, the university has gotten all but $3
million from the $16 million it was promised from
2017.
Regarding FY18, the university has received
about $20 million, so it is still expecting the remaining $18 million.
For 2018, the original appropriation given to
Eastern was $38 million. There is a provision in the
first line of the appropriation that says if Gov. Bruce
Rauner wants to, he can decrease this appropriation
by five percent.
However, this five percent decrease has already
been built into Eastern’s budget for the year, meaning no cuts would have to happen if it was put into
place.
“With the way the state of Illinois has been working, it’s likely to happen,” McCann said, referring to
the budget impasse and the state’s backlog of unpaid
bills. “With all of those things put together, there’s
just a lot of reasons they might say, ‘We’re going to
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Ill. lawmakers form subcommittee
for digital currencies such as bitcoin
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Illinois
lawmakers have formed a subcommittee
to explore state policies over decentralized digital currencies like bitcoin.
The Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation doesn't consider digital currencies valid. But some
lawmakers believe digital currencies and
blockchain technology may have benefits that could make state government
more efficient.
Rep. Mike Zalewski of Riverside will
chair the House subcommittee. Zalews-

ki told the State Journal-Register that his
goal is to understand whether a digital
currency would be a worthy investment
or a risky gamble.
"As lawmakers, we all want government to run more efficiently and transparently," Zalewski said. "Distributed
ledger technology has the promise to do
just that — replace old antiquated systems with a modern approach to serving
citizens' needs."
He said he hopes the subcommittee
can create a policy that puts consumers

first.
Digital currencies like bitcoin have
gained popularity in the past decade.
Digital currency is unlike traditional currency because it's created and exchanged independent of banks or governments. Instead, they rely on peer-topeer transactions that are recorded in an
online ledger.
Blockchain is a database that can be
used to record digital transactions and
avoid duplication.
State Rep. Jaime Andrade of Chicago

is chairman of the Cybersecurity, Data
Analytics and IT committee. He said
the aim of the subcommittee is to create
an environment that "allows and fosters
this technology."
Andrade said a report will be released
soon from the task force that was created last year to study how and if state,
county and municipal governments can
benefit from record keeping and service
delivery based on a blockchain system.
No hearings have been scheduled yet
for the new subcommittee.

King children criticize Trump on MLK Day
ATLANTA (AP) — Martin Luther King Jr.'s children and the pastor of an Atlanta church where he
preached decried disparaging remarks President Donald Trump is said to have made about African countries,
while protests between Haitian immigrants and Trump
supporters broke out near the president's Florida resort
Monday, the official federal holiday honoring King.
At gatherings across the nation, activists, residents
and teachers honored the late civil rights leader on what
would have been his 89th birthday and ahead of the
50th anniversary of his assassination in Memphis, Tennessee.
Trump marked his first Martin Luther King Jr. Day
as president buffeted by claims that during a meeting

with senators on immigration last week, he used a vulgarity to describe African countries and questioned the
need to allow more Haitians into the U.S. He also is said
to have asked why the country couldn't have more immigrants from nations like Norway.
In Washington, King's eldest son, Martin Luther
King III, criticized Trump, saying, "When a president
insists that our nation needs more citizens from white
states like Norway, I don't even think we need to spend
any time even talking about what it says and what it is."
He added, "We got to find a way to work on this
man's heart."
In Atlanta, King's daughter, the Rev. Bernice King,
told hundreds of people who packed the pews of the Eb-

enezer Baptist Church that they "cannot allow the nations of the world to embrace the words that come from
our president as a reflection of the true spirit of America."
"We are one people, one nation, one blood, one destiny … All of civilization and humanity originated from
the soils of Africa," Bernice King said. "Our collective
voice in this hour must always be louder than the one
who sometimes does not reflect the legacy of my father."
Church pastor the Rev. Raphael Warnock also took
issue with Trump's campaign slogan to "Make America Great Again."
Warnock said he thinks America "is already great …
in large measure because of Africa and African people."

Passenger with
measles flew
through O'Hare

Chicago area sees 4 central Illinois
up to 5 inches
housing agencies
of snow Monday receive $418K

Northern Illinois
prosecutors going
after drug dealers

CHICAGO (AP) — State health
officials are advising anyone who was
at Chicago's O'Hare International Airport last Wednesday and hasn't
been vaccinated for measles to get
tested for the highly contagious disease.
The Illinois Department of Public
Heath recommendation comes after a
passenger on a flight who flew in and
out of the airport that day was confirmed to have the measles. The Chicago Tribune reports that the passenger's flight landed at Terminal 5,
which is the international terminal,
Wednesday morning, and departed on
a domestic flight out of Terminal 1.
The department says the passenger who was "infectious" that day may
have gone to other areas of the airport
and that people who were at the airport between 6:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on
Wednesday could have been exposed.

CHICAGO (AP) — An army of
snowplows was deployed to clear
Chicago area roads after a winter storm left the region covered
with a thick blanket of snow and
the harsh conditions had left roads
so slippery that authorities well
south of the city were urging people not to drive unless it was absolutely necessary.
By mid-afternoon on Monday,
as much as five inches of snow had
fallen in some areas. The hundreds
of city and state snowplows were
trying to clear off roadways as police agencies were responding to
dozens of traffic accidents.
The weather was affecting air
travel as well. By mid-afternoon,
Chicago's Department of Aviation
reported that there had been nearly 150 flights canceled at the city's
two major airports.

WOODSTOCK, Ill. (AP) — Prosecutors in a northern Illinois county are increasingly taking their battle against illegal
drugs and the national opioid epidemic to
the people who've supplied them to overdose victims.
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald
reports that in 2017, McHenry County State's Attorney Patrick Kenneally's office charged nine people with drug-induced homicide — as many were charged
with the same crime during the previous
six years.
Whether charging people with a felony that carries a maximum sentence of
30 years in prison will reduce the number of overdoses. But Kenneally says he
hopes the effort will send a message to
drug dealers.
But critics worry that the charges do
little more than lock up the last person
who was with the overdose victim, who is
often another drug addict.

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Four
central Illinois communities will share
more than $400,000 in federal housing money to help families with jobtraining, education and more.
The U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development has awarded
the money through its Family Self-Sufficiency Program .
The grants include $237,000 for
the Springfield Housing Authority;
$100,000 for the Peoria Housing Authority; $52,000 for the Housing Authority of the City of Bloomington;
and $29,000 for the Menard County Housing Authority based in Petersburg.
The money allows the housing
agencies to work with social service
agencies, colleges, business and others
in the community to provide necessary services to families seeking better
incomes and economic independence.
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Current data shows Cook booking for a cause
increase in certain
enrollment numbers
By Cassie Buchman
Editor in Chief | @cjbuchman
Josh Norman, associate vice president of enrollment management, told
the Council on University Planning and
Budgeting current enrollment projections
for the spring semester at its Friday meeting.
As the numbers stand now, new freshman are up by about 36 percent from
Spring 2017 to Spring 2018. New transfers are up 49 percent. Non-traditional
transfer students have increased by 8 percent, with all-new honors student numbers increasing by 22 percent.
There are some slips in new international undergraduates and graduate numbers, but domestic graduate numbers are
up for the spring semester, Norman said.
Norman said it is normal for the university to go down in numbers from the
fall to spring semesters, but this year, there
has been a greater number of overall students enrolled from the fall to spring semester. He attributes these to the increases
in the aforementioned populations of students and dual-credit enrollment.
“We’ll have a greater number of overall students enrolled from fall to spring,”
Norman said.
In regards to Fall 2018, the university
is at the highest number of freshman admits than it has had in the last ten years.
Though numbers are up, Norman said
Eastern still has to continue building its
enrollment, not just for fall but also for
spring and summer.
“Because we’ve gone through the enrollment decline we have, it takes time
to rebuild those classes,” Norman said.
“Every freshman class that comes in un-

der goal, that’s a debt that goes into your
freshmen, your sophomore and your junior and your senior class.”
Norman said enrollment management
is a patience game.
“You have to have consistent results
year after year if you’re doing it well,” he
said. “We’ve got to do this again and again
and again.”
This is why Norman is happy the university is dedicating funds to marketing.
“What we’ve been missing for so long
is our influence on our perception,” he
said. “(We were able to) introduce a media plan, (so we’re) able to change perception, impact perception and generate
awareness of this institution.”
For the past year faculty, staff and students have been working with the Thorburn Marketing Group to do this and
also to create a brand for Eastern, which
Norman showed to the CUPB.This
brand, which starts with the idea of the
university being “All In” for students, involves ads that say Eastern makes an investment in individual students, Norman
said.
The ads with this branding have been
on 30-second TV and movie theater
spots, free mobile applications and on
YouTube.
During the meeting, student retention
was also brought up.
“It doesn’t matter if they come here if
we don’t keep them here,” Norman said.
“Our year-to-year retention rates, graduation rates, are well above the benchmarks,
but we know we can do better because
historically, we can.”
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Taylor Zaccarelli, a sophomore elementary education major, volunteers to make a cook book for families
going to food pantries during the MLK Day of Service Monday in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Zaccarelli said giving back to the community was the importance of the event. “Growing up in a small town, I
saw a lot of poverty,” she said. “So I want to give back.”

OUR
WEBSITE IS
www.dailyeasternnews.com

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Volunteer at SACIS

Let students know
by advertising in our
Classifieds section!

SACIS is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping survivors of sexual
violence and their significant others reclaim their lives. SACIS is committed to
changing attitudes that foster violence against others.

Get them move-in ready!
To advertise, call ...

581-2812
Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news

SACIS offers a FREE 40-hour training once per year!
This training is a great experience for those who wish to support both children and adults in
our community who have been impacted by sexual violence. SACIS volunteers can choose to
assist with elementary school puppet shows or high school healthy dating programs, take crisis
calls or assist with fundraising and awareness events!

This training is great to have on a resume and provides you with
a variety of experiences for future careers.
If you are interested in the
SACIS volunteer training,
please contact Stephanie at
(217) 348-5033!
Seats are limited so be sure to
reserve your spot today!!

Training Dates
Friday, January 26th: 5:30pm- 8:00pm
Saturday, January 27th: 8am-Noon (Lunch) 1:00pm- 5:00pm
Friday, February 2nd: 5:30pm- 8:00pm
Saturday, February 3rd: 8am-Noon (Lunch) 1:00pm- 5:00pm
Friday, February 9th: 5:30pm- 8:00pm
Saturday, February 10th: 8am-Noon (Lunch) 1:00pm- 5:00pm
*All trainings take place in MLK Student Union on EIU’s campus
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I have a dream

Carole Hodorowicz

Fight the urge
to skip class
As the snow continues to fall and blanket every inch of campus, it is almost impossible to resist the urge to pull our own blankets over our heads and hibernate until the
bitterness of winter evolves into the inviting
warmth of spring.
It is no secret: hitting snooze is much easier than pulling yourself out of bed, bundling up and trudging through the snow and
against the cold winds to hit the books.
Combating the temptation to skip class,
especially during the winter, is easier said
than done. I am guilty of playing hooky a
few times by turning off my alarms or completely ignoring the existence of time so that
I can stay in bed.
Skipping a class starts out harmless. But
as the absent days pile up, grades plummet
and any drive or motivation to succeed slowly starts to diminish.
Sometimes life gets in the way. Our mental health and personal issues should always
be our first priority.
However, simply being lazy or prioritizing
a Netflix binge of the newest season of your
favorite TV series is not a valid reason to
push focusing on school to second place.
At the end of the day, it is important to
realize that going to college is a privilege
that not everyone has in their lives.
By skipping class and not taking the
opportunities that come with higher education seriously, this privilege is abused and
ultimately wasted.
We need to remind ourselves how lucky
we are to be attending a university like Eastern, where we have the resources to build
our own paths that fit our individual goals.
Although it is hard to wake up for an 8
a.m. or pay attention during a lecture on a
Friday, going to class is worth it. Trying hard
to excel in your classes is worth it. Getting
an education is worth it.
No degree is worthless. Do not let the
tempting voice in the back of your head
begging you to skip class win over you too
often. Before you know it, you will be laying in a grave you have dug yourself with no
company except for the reminder of opportunities you missed out on and privilege you
abused.
Carole Hodorowicz is a junior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812 or
cdhodorowicz@eiu.edu.

Those interested can inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion
questions, submissions and letters to
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less will
be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone
number to verify letters.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Be well-informed, ignore gossip
It is an absolute shame that as college students we find ourselves reminding other college
students that high school shenanigans and attitudes should remain in high school.
It is pitiful to witness 20-something-yearolds (and even people who are much older) partake in nonsense drama, giving their best input
on he-said ,she-said discussions that are irrelevant in any current situation and only damage
relationships with peers. However, it is evident
that individuals all over the campus thrive on
this type of lifestyle.
Instead of prioritizing responsibilities and
paying attention to news that matters, such as
the recommendations that affect everyone on
the campus, many of us waste our time talking
about the latest gossip that only distracts from
the real and valid information in our lives.
That is why, without any implication of

doubt, the staff at The News strongly advises those individuals who fit the above description to grow up and start paying attention to
the important things on this campus and life in
general (though that varies from person to person).
Yes, it is true that no one wants to grow up
and take on responsibilities because it is incredibly hard, and we realize that after awhile it
seems as though those responsibilities become
unbearable.
We understand that it is easy to want to give
up, and we also understand that the petty gossip is a form of escape from reality and can also
function as a way to make oneself feel better
about their own life. But that is not the answer.
Given the current state of Illinois and consequently the university, now is not the time
to indulge in nonsense drama, but rather we

should set out to inform ourselves and focus on
current topics that are constantly changing the
university in the present and future.
For example, we feel that everyone, especially students, should know about the final recommendations that will be posted by the Workgroup Review Committee, the university’s FY17
and FY18 budget and how enrollment numbers
will look in the near future.
Even if all you know is a brief summary
of everything, this is vital information that is
important to every individual on this campus
because this is a working and thriving community. Instead of trying to tear one another apart,
we should keep up with the latest university
news that is meant to bring us all together.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Stay strong, ambitious during hardships
You can survive any kind of situation or circumstance if you have a brave character and tough
inner spirit. The story of DJ Brave, who is now
one of the top disk jockeys in Stockbridge, Ga.,
is a motivational story for people who constantly have doubts about becoming what they want to
become in life.
We have the power to overcome almost any
circumstance we find ourselves in if we develop
toughness of mind and control our thoughts. The
Nigerian-born American citizen says he did not
pick his DJ name to represent how crazy he makes
his fans dance in the club. Instead, he specifically
chose to consult the dictionary to hunt for a word
that perfectly suits his life experiences.
Eventually, he found the word “brave.”
Taiwo Banjo, now 34, was born into a wealthy
family in Nigeria to parents who gave him and his
siblings an affluent lifestyle. Despite the fact that
he had a plentiful father, he was devoted to being a
prudent individual.
Unfortunately, things turned around, and
it was back to square one for his father. It was a
tough moment for Taiwo’s family to become a
family that struggled to put food on the table. At
14, he made the decision to leave with his younger
brother on the back of a truck, filled with cows, to
seek green pastures in Lagos, a city in Nigeria similar to Chicago.
I find it mesmerizing that a teenager thought of
breaking free from the confinement and parental

Toluwalase Solomon
control we all conform to at that age. Parental controls, especially from an upper-class family, mostly
produces dominating parents.
Sadly, in the quest for green pastures, Banjo
encountered moments that tainted his experience,
thus making his life miserable. Interestingly, this
experience in Banjo’s life was a blessing that was
disguised as a dark moment with no traces of light.
In light of his struggles, he was able to choose his
own reality and a career he is passionate about.
To avoid being kicked out for sleeping on different roads on the cold streets of Lagos, Banjo accepted an offer from an agent who employed
poor teenagers to upper-class families as servants.
He served under a hostile woman who had no
regard for people from a lower class. Despite the
fact that he was mistreated, he remained high-spir-

ited and stayed on the right track in life.
As a result of this, he communicated openly and shared his aspirations of becoming a DJ.
Luckily, one of the sons of the hostile woman,
Tola, was connected in the Nigeria music industry.
Tola connected Banjo with a well-known DJ in
Nigeria for an apprenticeship.
After completing his apprenticeship, Banjo was
certified as an independent DJ at the age of 20.
The most epic part of his story was the day
he played in the wedding ceremony of a Nigerian senator and was invited by an unknown rich
man to perform in Atlanta, Ga. Lo and behold,
the former servant moved to America to fulfill his
dreams. Today, the Stockbridge-based DJ is one of
the leading DJs in the area.
I salute Banjo’s courage for maintaining a
peaceful state of mind, despite the turbulent times
that roared like a lion seeking to devour his destiny.
It is hard to see the glory ahead in the face of
our problems and hardships. Sometimes the present circumstances and difficulties blunt our vision
of the glory to come. One of my guiding principles is a quote by Robert Schuller: “Can we be gallant in times of difficulties? Can we be fearless to
build and maintain high spirit to fall forward? Yes,
you have all the keys.”
Toluwalase Solomon is a communication studies
graduate student. He can be reached at 581-2812 or
tvsolomon@eiu.edu.
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Budget

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“The biggest thing going forward is if
we can put ourselves in a position where
we don’t have to rely totally on that money to make it through the summer, we’ll
be in much better shape,” he added.
The bottom line, McCann said, is enrollment.
“It’ll take care of a lot of problems if we
get more students here,” he said.
Most of the 2017 money comes from
tax money. The state had a problem paying it to the university because it was $16
billion behind in paying its expenses.
When the state borrowed $7 billion and
there was an increase in the income tax, it
helped with cash flow.
McCann said though the state still has
not paid down about $9 billion of their
back-logged bills, they are a little caught
up.
Money being given to the university is
going into current operations, McCann
said. The funds given to Eastern from
2017 have already been spent and now
are being reimbursed to the university.
In December, the state gave Eastern the Monetary Award Program grant
money for the fall semester. It has made
a commitment to give the money for the
spring semester in May or June, McCann
said.
“That’s student money—that’s the
scholarships, the grants that the kids get,
that goes to pay their tuition,” McCann
said. “What the state finally did was give
us that money so we could put it against
the students’ accounts.”
On Jan. 17, Eastern President David Glassman, along with other university presidents, will be back in Springfield,
though this will be to talk about enrollment and marketing practices that are
taking place, not the budget situation.
However, like the last spring semester,
Glassman said different groups in Springfield are still asking the university for “all
kinds of different data.”
Four universities, Illinois State University, Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville and Eastern, have been asked to
present to working groups on higher education in the state legislature.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Members of the Workgroup Review Committee listen to discussions at its meeting Friday. With the deadline approaching, the committee will be uploading their final recommendations Tuesday at noon on the committee website goo.gl/5Tf55q.

»

Workgroup

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Institutional repository librarian
Todd Bruns said he echoed the worry
that focusing on a seven-college plan
would draw attention away from the
other recommendations they were making.
“I think that there’s some value (to a
discussion about a seven-college structure) but I think that this paragraph is
a potential lightning rod that kind of
actually undercuts the whole process,”
Bruns said. “I think (we should) get

»

Vigil

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“That’s cheating the dream. That’s
cheating the legacy Dr. King left.”
Instead, Werner said, it is important to be honest about the struggles
that come with having that dream.
“You have got to be honest about
the legacy you yourself will have,” he
said.
Werner gave some statistics to signify the realities African-Americans

rid of this (seven-college proposal) and
focus on a long-term ongoing revitalization committee. That committee, if
it’s established, would be the one that
would look at these further questions.”
Many agreed with Bruns, and the
seven-college proposal will be left out
of the further considerations section on
the final draft of the recommendations.
More time was devoted to talking about
the potential ongoing vitalization committee, which was brought up at a Faculty Senate meeting, with support from
members.
Many felt the name would have to
be changed and would not include the

term ‘vitalization,’ but the idea itself was
left in the final draft of the recommendations.
“In my mind, if we had this committee years ago, when our enrollment started to drop, this committee would’ve said, ‘Hey, what’s going
on here?’” Bruns said. “How did we
have years and years and years of not
spending the same amount on marketing as other institutions do, and no
one caught this? … In my mind, that’s
what this committee would essentially
be about.”
Another aspect of the campus the
committee will recommend being

looked at is the technology used for academics by faculty and students.
The Center for Academic Technology Support has been defunded over
the years. Many on the committee saw
the importance of bringing CATS back
into the state it was when Eastern first
adopted it.
Overall, the committee said they
tried to be as feasible as possible while
still trying to start discussions on campus and not focus too much on how
the details of each recommendation will
play out.

still live with, even after King.
For instance, he said, the median
wealth of white households is now 13
times greater than that of black families and the median net worth of a
black family of four in America in
2017 is $1700.
“We have to actively seek ways to
change,” Werner said. “We have to
stop looking for leadership, and start
becoming the leadership. You have
more influence in your block than
Donald Trump or Barack Obama, I
guarantee you. It’s your job to make

America face America.”
It was this advice that resonated
with Carl Winton, president of Alpha
Phi Alpha.
“That stuck to me. It made me
want to go out and change, because
you can’t wait for someone if you
want something to change,” he said.
“Knowing all the stuff Dr. King did
for us, for the country, not just African-Americans, but any minority—
he brought that change, and we still
need that change.”
Werner brought up his young chil-

dren, who he said are going to depend on the students in the room to
“push the pathway out” for them.
“One of my other heroes, Malcolm
X, is known for his statement, which
is by any means necessary,” Werner said. “Those are words that you
should hold close to your heart. By
any means necessary might have to be
a model you live by.”

Brooke Schwartz can be reached at
581-2812 or at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.

Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Oostman returns as Panthers lose
By Adam Shay
Swim Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With a little over a month break from meets,
the Eastern men and women’s swim teams both
fell short to Evansville on Saturday.
Evansville defeated the men’s team 158-130,
handing them their first head-to-head loss this
season. As for the women’s team, they lost 22860 and were given their second loss of the year.
However, not all was a loss for the Panther
swimmers on Saturday. Junior Lauren Oostman
returned for the Panthers after missing the last
meet as a result of a mouth-related injury.
Since Oostman has missed over a month’s
worth of time, she needed to log in the extra
hours to prepare for Saturday’s meet. Despite the
nerves of returning, she was optimistic about Saturday.
“I was pretty nervous coming into this meet,”
Oostman said, “but I did a lot of training over
break, so I knew it wasn’t going to be as bad as I
thought.”
In her return, Oostman performed well as
she finished second in the 100-backstroke with
a time of 59.76. She also swam first in the
200-medley race where she swam backstroke,
helping the team finish second with a 1:54.34
time.
With her second-place time of 59.76, Oostman was happy with how she swam in her return, as her goal was to finish with a time under
one minute. Since her return, Oostman has taken
no time in easing back into her practice schedule.

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior Lauren Oostman finishes her backstroke race Oct. 28 at Padovan Pool against Western
Illinois. Oostman returned back to the pool Saturday at Evansville.

“I pushed myself pretty hard in practice this
past week because I knew I wasn’t where I was
last semester,” Oostman said, “but I know I will
be back where I was soon.”
As for the rest of the Panther swimmers, the
men’s team combined for seven first-place finishes. The swimmer with two first-place finishes was senior Matt Jacobs with his 58.54 time
in the 100-breastroke and 2:10.58 time in the
200-breaststroke.
Right behind Jacobs in the 100-breaststroke
was senior Brandon Robbins, finishing second
in the same event with a 1:00.71 time. Robbins then finished third in the 200-breaststroke
(2:14.93).
The men’s team also took first place in the
200-medley (1:37.66) as well as the 200-freestyle
race (1:27.13). Freshman Ivan Escott took first
place in the 100-butterfly with a time of 52.66.
The longest race during a meet is the
1000-freestyle event, which freshman Christopher Dixon came in first place with a 10:23.33
time.
For the women, senior Danielle DiMatteo was
the only swimmer to take first place in an event
on Saturday as she finished first in the 100-butterfly with a time of 1:00.40. DiMatteo also finished third in the 50-freestyle, touching the wall
at a 25.62 time.
The Panthers return to Padovan against Valparaiso on Saturday.
Adam Shay can be reached at
581-2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.

OPINION | WOMEN'S BASKE TBALL

Freshmen stepping up for women's basketball team
A loss handed down by none other than firstplace Belmont could not stifle the fiery energy
of freshmen guards Taylor Steele and Karle Pace.
In fact, the two underclassmen were the Panthers’ leading scorers with 13 points apiece. Pace
and Steele also led in rebounds with Pace pulling
down a team-high six rebounds and Steele tying
freshman forward Grace McRae at five boards.
It is exactly that kind of play that convinces
Eastern coach Matt Bollant to continue to start
the two freshman. Bollant said Pace has just the
gusto needed to fill the void left in senior guard
Grace Lennox’s absence.
“She plays defense. She talks. She’s got some
guts. That’s the sort of things that I like to see
out there,” Bollant said.
Pace has continuously shown that she is unafraid of challenging an opponent and taking
matters into her own hands. She sits at 19 steals

Kaitlin Cordes
on the season, second only to sophomore guard
Danielle Berry (31) and tying with Steele.
Bollant said Steele and Pace have brought a
new energy to the team’s defense.

“I think (Pace) and Taylor, they’re two of
our better defenders as freshman. They’re not
just out there stepping up (and) making shots.
They’re guarding down there as well,” Bollant
said.
Their offensive game is not anything to scoff
at, either. In her 282 minutes of game play thus
far this season, Pace is 34-92 from the field and
is shooting 50 percent from the free throw line.
Steele has been a force at the free throw line,
too, making 32 of 41 free throws attempted. She
is also shooting .37 percent from the field.
Steele has also scored in double digits in every conference game the Panthers have played so
far. She was Eastern’s leading scorer against Austin Peay and Tennessee State and pulled down
as many as 19 points twice in that five-game
stretch.
While their stats continue to improve game-

by-game, Steele said she and Pace struggle to
gain footing as the team’s pacemakers.
“I feel like sometimes it’s hard because it’s
hard to get the upperclassmen to look at us to
be leaders because we just came in. I think that’s
what Karle and I are planning to do on the court
talking wise and everything else,” Steele said of
the two’s role as communicators on the court.
While team chemistry is not lacking, communication is, as Bollant pointed out following the
team’s recent loss to Belmont.
Steele and Pace can certainly be the remedy to
that problem.
If Steele and Pace’s performances thus far this
season are any indication of the team’s future,
the team will be in good hands.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at
581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
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Diallo making impact for Panthers
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The past few weeks the Eastern men’s
basketball team has needed players to
step into new roles, whether it is changing the way they play, increasing minutes, or for someone like senior Montell Goodwin, trying to do everything.
Someone like junior Aboubacar Diallo may not have any breathtaking
plays, but has played vital minutes over
the last six games.
Through the first 11 games, Diallo
had four double-digit minute games.
Since then, he has played six straight.
He has had at least one block in each
of those six games, including five in a
loss to Austin Peay Dec. 30.
And he is having fun doing it and
takes pride in protecting the rim hard.
“I love to play ball, it’s why I came
to the U.S.A. for ball and go to school,”
Diallo said. “Now I need to produce
more in basketball.”
Coach Jay Spoonhour likes what he
has brought to the table for the Panthers.
“Bouba (Diallo) is doing a good job,”
Spoonhour said. “The other team has to
concern themselves with Bouba. He’s
doing a good job defensively.”
And through the first 17 games last
season, he played 134 minutes; this year
he has played 180.
When Diallo and senior Muusa
Dama, both standing at 6-feet-9, are
in the game, it forces teams, like it did
with Belmont, to shoot instead of driving to the basket. While it may seem
like a fool-proof plan, it did not work.
Not because Eastern could not play
defense outside, but because Belmont
was able to shoot three-pointers at will.
Fade away three at the buzzer?
Check.
Rim ricochet and then off top of the
backboard and in? Book it.
Hand in the face rainbow shot? Yep.
Eastern made it difficult on Belmont; it just happened to make 52 percent of the shots it took from deep.
“When neither Bouba or Muusa

SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior Aboubacar Diallo runs off the floor after a timeout called by coach Jay Spoonhour. Diallo has been playing more minutes, and Spoonhour said
teams are starting to concern themselves about Diallo down low.

were in the game, they got layups in the
first half,” Spoonhour said.
More than half of Belmont’s points
were three pointers.
With what both Diallo and Dama
bring to the floor, Diallo said it is fun to
play along side him.
“We speak French a lot on the court,
and he knows I got his back and I know
he has my back,” Diallo said. “I learn
so much from Muusa on offense that
makes me better. My coach helps both
us to play together.”
While Diallo and Dama are trying to

hold down the fort defensively, Goodwin is putting together near 40-minute
nights having played six-straight over
35 minutes.
“We’re telling him ‘you’re never coming out, you have to bring it up and
organize everybody, plus you have to
guard the other team’s point guard on
these ball screens and you need to score
a lot of points,” Spoonhour said.
Spoonhour said there are athletes
that never get tired, but Goodwin does
get tired at times.
“He’s gutty and he’s fighting through

it and he’s playing,” Spoonhour said.
Frustrations are starting to build for
the Panthers because this hard work is
not fully paying off.
“This one (game against Belmont),
we feel like we can come back out, practice right, think some more, do things
that worked and do some other things a
little better and you can build off of it,”
Spoonhour said.
Eastern is 2-4 in OVC play and Diallo said he is motivated to step up as a
junior and help the Panthers get back in
the win column.

“We do have two really good guards
out, so for me as a junior, I have to play
better everyday and get better by listening to my coach, practice hard and
show that we still have a great team and
can still win the game.”
Eastern still has two games left on
its four-game home stand against Tennessee-Martin Thursday and Southeast
Missouri Saturday.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Belmont too much for Eastern in 86-58 blowout
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Coming out of the gates, the Eastern women’s basketball team played as
good of a quarter of basketball a team
can expect to play against Belmont,
but a team that has won 30 straight
conference games will only remain
idle for so long before kicking into
gear.
Eastern took an early 11-9 lead
against Belmont, but the Bruins senior center Sally McCabe showed why
she was chosen as the preseason player
of the year and scored 16 of her gamehigh 20 points in the first half and before long, the 11-9 lead became a 4323 halftime deficit which resulted in
the 86-58 final score.
Panther freshman Taylor Steele,
who led Eastern with 13 points, said
the Panthers definitely played with
their highest energy in the first quarter, but late in the first quarter the energy dropped and Belmont “took advantage” of it.
In the second quarter, Belmont
outscored Eastern 21-10 and flipped
the game on its head, taking total
control of the contest.
“(In the second quarter) I think
they got us running, and then we
were taking quick shots, and that’s not
our game. We are more of a make a

SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Freshman guard Karle Pace jumps into the lane before going up for a layup in the Panthers’ 86-58 loss to Belmont
Saturday in Lantz Arena. Pace had 13 points in the game.

couple passes and take a wide-open
look,” Steele said.
Eastern recovered on the offensive
side of the ball in the third quarter
scoring 20 points, but were still unable to get enough stops on defense to

carve into the Bruins’ lead.
“I thought we came out with good
energy in the third quarter,” coach
Matt Bollant said. “We talked about
trying to cut the lead down and I
thought we scored enough points, we

scored 20 to cut it down some, but we
just didn’t get enough stops. But credit Belmont for making shots.”
Although, by the time the fourth
quarter rolled around, the game was
basically out of reach for Eastern, and

Bollant was still disappointed in how
his team finished the game.
With a 77-55 lead with two minutes to play, Belmont made four-three
pointers on an Eastern defense that
fell asleep as the clock wound down.
“I wanted them to play defense
and play with pride, and that’s what I
said to them in the end. ‘You talk like
you care, but you gave up four threepointers in the last two minutes where
there wasn’t a ton of effort and talking,” Bollant said.
The Bruins displayed the full depth
of their roster against the Panthers,
as while Eastern held Belmont’s best
player, senior point guard Darby
Maggard, to 4-of-15 shooting, it did
not matter, as other players stepped in
and played well.
Five Bruins finished in double-digit
scoring, including Maggard, who, despite her poor shooting performance,
had 12 points and 12 assists.
The win for Belmont gives it a 31st
consecutive conference win, moving
them to 6-0 on the season.
For Eastern, the loss drops them to
1-5 in the OVC.
The Panthers’ next game is Thursday against Tennessee-Martin at Lantz
Arena.
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

